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Outline 
Topic Speaker 
• NZDFA-Waikato & Waipa position on Farm Environmental Plans Lindsay Fung (DINZ) 
• Comments on the S42A report recommendations 
• Impact of PC1 on a large hill country deer farm Jacqui Wellington 
• Impact of PC1 on a smaller hill country deer farm Lindsay Fung, William Oliver 

• Deer Industry Initiatives Leith Chick 
• Ongoing collaboration with Waikato Regional Council Leith Chick 
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Farm Environment Plans 
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Farm Environment Plans 
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Comments on the S42A report 
recommendations 
• Proposed Southland Water and Land Plan (Decisions Version), 4 April 

2018: 

Rule 70 – Stock exclusion from waterbodies  

…(c) The disturbance of the bed of a river (excluding ephemeral rivers where stock access is permitted under Rule 20(aa)) or modified 

watercourse for the purposes of moving stock including cattle, deer, pigs or sheep (but excluding dairy cattle on a dairy platform or on land 

used for dairy support) is a permitted activity provided the stock are being supervised and are actively driven across the water body in one 

continuous movement 
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Comments on the S42A report 
recommendations 
• Proposed Regional Plan for Northland (Decisions Version), 16 

April 2019: 

C.8.1.2 Access of livestock to the bed of a water body or continually flowing artificial watercourse – permitted activity  

…provided:  

5) livestock crossing points used by livestock (excluding deer) more than once per week must be bridged or culverted by the dates 

in Table 12…, and  
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Comments on the S42A report 
recommendations 
• Proposed Regional Plan for Northland (Decisions Version), 16 April 2019: 

C.8.1.2 Access of livestock to the bed of a water body or continually flowing artificial watercourse – permitted activity  

6) at a livestock crossing point that is not required to be bridged or culverted, livestock are:  

a) led or driven across the water body or artificial watercourse in one continuous 
movement, and  

b) effectively excluded from the river or drain between crossings by the dates in 
Table 12. 
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• "When dairy cattle can freely access water, they defecate at a 

higher rate than when on land, and this is more pronounced 

at herd crossing points. However, beef cattle freely accessing 

water have not been found to defecate at a more frequent 

rate in water than on the paddock." (page 5) 

• "In catchments where deer wallows were not connected to 

streams, E. coli levels were similar to other dry stock 

pastoral systems." (page 30) 
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Wellington Farms Ltd 
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Wellington Farms Ltd 
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Wellington Farms Ltd 

Fencing required? 
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Deer rest and spend much of 
their time on high ground 
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Where would you deer fence 
here? 

Constructed Wetland 
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Where would you deer fence 
here? 
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Ongoing maintenance to retain a 
grassy filter 

Weeds! 
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Wallowing - Good Management 
Practice! 
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Track maintenance - Good 
Management Practice! 
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Self-feeding silage pit - Good 
Management Practice! 
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Two-stage effluent pond - Good 
Management Practice! 
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Two-stage effluent pond - Good 
Management Practice! 
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Templeton Farms Ltd 
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Rolling with steep sidelings 
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Soil conservation plantings – 15 
year project 
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Deer-fenced lower stream with 
grass strip (sheep grazing) 
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Upper slope GMP – hot wire 

Slight evidence 
of fence pacing 
– no erosion. 
Good animal 
husbandry is also 
important and well 
understood by deer 
farmers. 

Hot wire 
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Fence pacing on upper slope – 
managing deer behaviour 

Fence pacing 
is minor and 
away from 
waterways.  
It will grass 
over quickly 
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Unintended consequences – 
deer/human behaviour 

Fence pacing  
exacerbated 
by runoff 
from track.  
Tyres will 
prevent 
pacing. 
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Unintended consequences – 
deer behaviour 

Wallow 
formed 
following 
fencing off of 
waterway! 
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Where would you deer fence 
here? 
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Where would you deer fence 
here? 
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Lower stream water quality 
monitoring site 

MCI score: 
• Native Forest – 

134 
• 60 sites avg – 102 
• Here – 120 

• Koura 
• Longfin eel 
• Shortfin eel 
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Lower stream water quality 
monitoring site 

Stream exit 
point from farm 

MCI score: 120 
(native forest – 134) 
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Deer industry initiatives 
Code of Practice 

• Released in May 2018.  

• Combination of Landcare Manual and 
Industry Agreed GMPs  

• Can be used to complete a farm 
environment plan 
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Deer industry initiatives 
Deer Facts 

• Fact sheets on 
environmental issues.  

• Provided to all deer 
farmers. 

• www.deernz.org/deer-facts 
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Landcare Trust Playlist (15 videos) Link Here 

• Riparian Management – Lyal Cullen (Canterbury) Link Here (3:40 – 4:28) 

• Farm Environment Plans – John Somerville (Southland) Link Here (0:36 - 1:31) 

• Developing a deer block whilst applying best practice – Steve Borland 
(Waikato) Link Here  

 

Sustainable Deer Farming videos 

5/06/2019 

https://tinyurl.com/y6u63mw8
https://goo.gl/1iiWgy
https://goo.gl/KEL6kM
https://youtu.be/odY9ABfTrK4
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Deer industry initiatives – by 
region 

Region DINZ/DFA Activity 
Southland Aparima workshop; Environment Advance Party; Fiordland Environment Group  
Otago Environment Advance Party (Central Otago) 
Canterbury Three Environment Groups, ECan auditor training 
West Coast 

Tasman 

Marlborough Environment Group 
Greater Wellington 

Manawatu-Whanganui 

Taranaki 

Hawkes Bay Four Environment Groups 
Gisborne Advance Party focusing on FEPs 
Bay of Plenty 

Waikato Environment Group; 2nd group in development 
Auckland 

Northland 



| 5/06/2019 

Collaboration 
ECan 

• Training auditors - Informing 
farmers 

Environment Southland 

• Workshop for 13 Aparima 
catchment deer farmers (ACE 
project)  


