


Cooperation and collaboration will achieve the best outcomes. There is a risk of alienating
some sectors and communities by strong regulatory controls. That object will not meet the
objective of social and cultural well-being. The three year trial recently completed at Limestone
Downs has resulted in a “new generation beef”. This is a new product which will appeal to the
catering industry and has a light footprint on the environment.

Limestone Downs is offering to work with the Regional Council and a group of farmers to get
accurate data and look for solutions where there are known problems.

Director Tom Mandeno will elaborate on the trial work already undertaken with Kessels
Associates.




Limestone Downs Commissioners Hearing 8" July 2019

| am a sheep and beef farmer at Waikaretu and have been a director of the Charles Alma Baker Trust for
the past 20 years.

Firstly, an apology from our Board Chair Dame Margaret Millard, who is recouping from an operation.

She has prepared this statement.

Mr Rice will have provided details of the C Alma Baker Trust website for your background information.
The Trust is unique. Mr Baker, a New Zealander, purchased Limestone Downs in 1926. Following his
death in 1941, his estate was settled in England. Limestone Downs became the primary asset of a
charitable Trust owned by British Trustees. The farm is overseen by a New Zealand based Board of
directors comprising a mix of Massey University senior professors and others with agribusiness
experience. It shares with other large sheep and beef properties in the WRC West Coast Catchments
area, (Sunset Station at Port Waikato and Nukuhakari Station north of Awakino), a long coastal
boundary. Limestone Downs, as its point of difference, also includes a dairy farm.

Submission:
In summary our submission is proposing an ongoing study of the Kaawa Stream catchment.

Monitoring of water quality and related issues will compliment information being gathered at the
nearest site 40 kilometres away on the Waingaro stream.

Detailed studies by Jennifer Price and Gerry Kessels since 2013 have been done in agreement with the
local Tangata Whenua - Ngati Tahinga. The desired outcome is to protect and enhance the ecological
values of taonga, or treasured species and kai moana shellfish, such as mud snails, eels and whitebait.
The information regarding Jennifer Price and Gerry Kessel’s Kaawa stream findings can be made
available to commissioners. The Kaawa flats are a floodplain as these photos which were taken in 2017
show.

The Trust has an issue with the practicalities of stock exclusion and setbacks from waterways. Flooding is
an ongoing issue and a carefully considered fencing policy will be required. The considerable number of
streams and waterways (as shown on the map in front of you) to be fenced and retired will be a focus
for the cost benefit analysis and the preparation of a tailored farm environment plan. West Coast
catchment farmers are unsure of their future land use options. If the costs of meeting the finalised
recommendations the WRC requires are deemed excessive, the present trend towards pine trees and
carbon farming will result in considerable land usage change.

At present, there are a lot of balls in the air. Once the process of the commissioner hearings and
decisions to be made by the WRC is completed, as well any legislation that is required then the
cost/benefit analysis can begin. When we know what requirements the West Coast Catchments land




owners must meet, there would then be clarity for estimating the investment that is likely to be
required by Limestone Downs to comply.

Limestone Downs has a highly regarded reputation for field trialling innovation. The farm would be a
willing partner and would work with the WRC staff and others preparing this cost benefit analysis. On
behalf of the C. Alma Baker Trust Board | would like to extend an invitation for commissioners to visit
Limestone Downs as part of a West Coast Catchments introduction to a spectacular area off the beaten
track.













