Thank you:for the opportunity to present my submission on the
Waikato Regional Councils proposed PlanChange 1..

My name is‘Kerry Bryant. My-husband and I have owned ourfarm in Arohéna in the
Otorohanga District Council area for almost 26 years. |have lived ali my life on farms.
Both sides of my family have been farmers for many generations. | am married to-a
farmer who also has many generations of farming in his family ~ farming is well and truly
in our blood. | was bought up with the ethos of trying to leave the environment in a
better state than when we arnved and have trsed to mstll this into our chrldren also

Over the years that we have owned our farm we have planted trees and erected new
fences and change fence Imes to restnct stock access or reduce stock movement to
elevate possnble erosron We farm stock classes to swt the Iand Two of our chtldren
aspire to be farm owners |n the future We have no de5|re to Ieave them a rundown
erosion prone poliuted farm I bel;eve most drystock farrners are farmers because they
love the Iand If thlS were not the casLe then for the vast ma jOf!tV, they woutd not be
farmmg as in most cases the fmanmal return on the capltal investment is very poor and
they would be far better off mvestmg their time and energy elsewhere, It makes me
mcredlbly sad that we are now at a pomt where my husband recommends to our chlldren
that they senousiy reconsider thear asprratlons of farm ownershlp due to the
mterventlons such as these You cannot |mag|ne how dlstressmg it |s to me to thank we
may be the Iast generation m our farnlhes to be farmers |

Isupport the plon in prmc:ple To have a pristine enwronment w:th crystol clear "
waterways would be a truly great outcome, but l have senous concerns.

e | have doubts about the science in Pian Change 1 around how to reach the :
.-desirable outcomes. of obtaining.drinkable and swimable water- just one example
. is that-the Mangataytari-Ecological Island Reserve has no.animals in the waterways

- - yet the water is undrinkable due to.e-coli,;However a recent newspaper. article

stated “Waitomo.and Otorohanga Districts are, one.of the few regions that do not

. have-any streams, rivers or lakes.on the [ist of waterways;. that are unsafe to.swim

n” yet this is a region that is largely farmed e ol

How:can the council-encroach.on private property use |f that property has no
current detrimental effect on the environment? Under Plan Change 1 it is unlikely

~-we will make any diffe-renq.e {0 w_ater: clarity yet _there_-wi;ll_ be a big.economic effect
onouroperation. i .. i Gl e L

. I feel:that no one. sector of our socnety should be smgled out and made to pay such
a cost.irrespective of:-whether-or not they have contributed the problem. .| assure




you, it is not I'who is dumping litter on the roadside that would eventually end up
in the waterways if farmers like us did not pick'it up.’ i A

Is the outcome of “Drinkable and Swimmable water” even able to be achieved? |,
for one, would riot want to be drinking water that other people have been ..
swimmingin. . « _

Another concern | have is in relatlon to consultatton lnltrally | didn’ t feel that
there was adequate consultatlon from the Walkato Reglonal Councrl Tlme and
money has been put into thls since we flrst put m our submlssmns o o
_ We attended a day held in Hamilton towards the end of Iast year ThIS day was | _E
scheduled for the same day that Beef & Lamb NZ had already arranged and o
‘ advertlsed workshops to help us prepare our submlssmns for thIS hearmg
“While severai emails were sent to us about thls day, only one of the earller ones
o gave the venue and even then it was in an attachment and not m the body of the | |
"'emall | oo
_'We were asked to submit questaons prlor to the day so that they could be
answered on the day. Ours were not addressed at thls trme and other partles in
) attendance said theirs were not addressed elther - o '
On one occasion, when an attendee asked a questlon the panei member asked a
guestion back in a way to subtly belittle the attendee. This was not productlve to
open dialogue.
There have been an overwhelmmg number of emarls smce th|s meeting some wrth
attachments over 100 pages Iong o R
| feel that many of these tactics, whether mtentlonal or not have had the effect of
getting stakeholders to disengage. - B HET T L o

s Ididn’t feel'l was able to fully complete my submission due to not knowing how

the proposed changes will be-applied. How can-we fully address our concerns with
“Plan Change 1 when we are not fully informed on how they will be implémented?

‘¢ 1 have sefidus concerns about putting time, energy‘and finances into PC1 when |

. dor’t know whatwill be'in Plan Chiarige 2 and if what we' do now’ wsll need to be
redone under subsequent Plan Changes. R R

if we plant trees, will we be ableto harvest them ahd replant in the future?

" Some foresight is required. 77 SRS E S R

' What will be the flow on’effects from putting:PC1 into action? For exa mple: the

waterways that are fenced under PC1 wilt see weed growth in the near future.
" How is this to be handled? Will the use-of herbicides be allowed given'that the
herbicide could likely end tip inthe waterways? OF will the vegetation be left




uncontrolled leading to the spread of noxious weeds and development of habitats
for pests that are dangerous to our native birds and spread diseases that are
harmful to the agriculture industry and ultimately the NZ economy?

The perceived environmental “wants” ~ not “needs” are being put in place, not
only above, but at the detriment of economics and ultimately food supply.

The specilfic My submission Is that;
provisions my
submission relates to
are: N '
SUPPORT / | REASON
-OPPOSE '
3.11.5.2 | oppose Land use shouid be based on its poiential not it's current or
this rule. historical use.
Nitrogen leaching
grandparented to Grandparenting Nitrogen teaching levels penalizing those that
highest annual loss have been proactive in the past and have infroduced farm
rate calculated for management procedures {reduced stock numbers) to cater for
either the 2014/15 or adverse weather and environmental conditions over the past
2015/16 and must be couple of years,
no greater than
15kg/n/hatyr Going forward, this will limit our ability to adequately manage our
farm business to allow good feed growth periods.
And ony relevant
standards
3.11.57 1 oppose This is limiting the obility of farmers to adjust to the markets,
this rule, affecting their ability to manage their business in the most

Changes in land use
from woody
vegitation to farming,
or from Drystock to
Dairy, or arable
cropping to dairy,
require resource
consent,

productive manner.

Policy direction is that
these applicafions will
generally be declined
with the exception of

Maori owned land.

lamlead to believe that the Waikato Regional Council Healthy
Rivers Wai Ora - Proposed Plan Change has come about due to Te
Treaty 0 Waitangi. As such | cannot see why Tangaia Whenua and
Tauiwi should be freated differently — surely we should all be
working towards the same goals. | consider this a form of racism -
discrimination based on ethnicity.

Furthermore, | feel that everybody should take responsibility
imespective of ethnicity, nationality or occupation or whether we
live in g rural or urban setting,






