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WRC Submission - Plan Change I

Submission:

Whilst supporting the overall vison to improve water quality and requiring
all citizens to be responsible around the resources available, I submit that
the approach being taken by the Waikato Regional Plan Change I -
Waikato and Waipa River Catchments is ill founded and will restrict
innovation and the development of the rural sector that is the 6back-bone'

of the New 7*aland economy. The Plan Change I - 3.11.5.2 Permitted
Activity Rule will:

l. Create annoyance and frustration in the rural sector that will create
distrust between the farming community and the Waikato Regional
Council. The disharmony could result in defiance of the rule and
deliberate non{ompliance.

2. Require a bureaucracy to implement the plan that will be
unsustainable and become a burden on the ratepayers in the region.

3. fncur rules as set out in paragraph a (a) to (e) that are unrealistic
and cannot be complied with on many farms.

4. The Plan Change I controls on farm management systems will limit
the productivity of the region that underpins the region's economic
base and the economic base of New 7*aland.

5. The costs to the individual farmerc will be excessive in many
instances where areas are required to be fenced offand the newly
created wasteland managed by the farmets.

3.11.5.2 Permitted Activity Rule - Other ferming activities

Rule Comment
The use of land for farming activities (excluding
commercial vegetable production) and the
associated diffuse discharge of nitrogen,
phosphorus, sediment and microbial pathogens
onto or into land in circumstances which may
result in those contaminants entering water where
the property area is greater than 4.1 hectares, and
has more than 6 stock units per hectare or is used
for arable cropping, is a permitted activity subject
to the following conditions:

l. The property is registered with the
Waikato Regional Council in
conformance with Schedule A: and

Properties are already registered with the WRC
for rating purposes.

The requirement to declare stock numbers is part
of the larger plan to limit and restrict land use
with the 22 October 2016 being the benchmark as
the maximum numbers allowed in the future.

The restriction that will follow will limit the
productivity in the region and will peg property
values to the productivity of the property as at22
October 2016.



2. Cattle, horses, deer and pigs are
excluded from water bodies in
conformance with Schedule C and
Conditions 3(e) and 4(e) of this Rule;
and

Many of the rivers and larger waterways in the
region do not get accessed by stock. Many rivers
flood and wash out fences creating additional
problems.

3. Where the property area is less than or
equal to 20 hectares:
a. The farming activities do not form

part ofan enterprise being
undertaken on more than one
property; and

b. Where the land is:
i. used for grazing livestock, the

stocking rate of the land is no
greater than the stocking rate
of the land at 22 October
2016; or

ii. not used for grazing livestock,
the land use has the same or
lower diffirse discharges of
nitogen, phosphorus,
sediment or microbial
pathogens as the land use at
22 October 2016; and

c. Upon request, the landowner shall
obtain and provide to the Council
independent verification from a
Certified Farm Environment
Planner Orat the use of land is
compliant with either bXi) or bXii)
above; and

d. Upon request from the Council, a
description ofthe current land use
activities shall be provided to the
Council; and

e. Where the property or enterprise
contains any of the water bodies
listed in Schedule C, new fences
installed after 22 October 20 I 6
must be located to ensure cattle,
horses, deer and pigs cannot be
within three metes of the bed of
the water body (excluding
constructed wetlands and drains).

The limitations on increasing stock numbers
beyond the22 October 2016 date is unrealistic as
farms sell and new operators will be restricted by
the previous management.

It will have a negative effect on land values.

There is limited clarification defining a
constructed drain or wetland. There are many
constnrcted drains in the region that drain the
large peat areas. The definition would appear to
exclude these from the fencing requirements. Is a
constucted peat drain of less importance than a
major natural river tributary?

4. Where the property or enterprise area is greater
than 20 hectares:

a. A Nitrogen Reference Point is
produced forthe property or
enterprise in conformance with
Schedule B; and

b. The diffirse discharge of nitrogen
from the property or enterprise
does not exceed either:

i. the Nitr,ocen Reference Point:

l. The use of aNitrogen Reference Point
(NRP) is ill-conceived and the use of
Overseer as set out in Schedule B allows
an inaccurate NRP as a major
determinant of the farm systems that
operate.

2. A l5o slope is able to be traversed by
vehicles and't" excludes these areas
from grazing. Most paddocks in the
rollinc down-lands of the Waipa &



or
ii. I 5kg nitrogen/trectare/year;

whichever is the lesser, over
the whole propefty or
enterprise when assessed in
accordance with Schedule B;
and

c. No part of the property or enterprise
over 15 degrees slope is cultivated
or grazed; and

d. No winter forage crops are gaznd
in situ; and

e. Where the property or enterprise
contains any of the water bodies
listed in Schedule C:

i. There shall be no cultivation
within 5 metnes of the bed of
the waterbody; and

ii. New fences insalled after 22
October 2016 must be located
to ensure cattle, horses, deer
and pigs cannot be within
three metres of the bed of the
water body (excluding
constnrcted wetlands and
drains); and

Waikato catchments would have areas
exceeding the l5o slope requirement. All
the areas would be fenced offcreating
areas where weeds will grow as the
operators will be unable to afford the
management of large areas of
unproductive land. There are some farms
that will be unable to continue their
business activities on either all or
substantial part of the property.
Cultivation of land of l5o slope is land
that a combine harvester can tavers.
Farm development must continue and
land in excess of l5o will need to be
cultivated. lncreased productivity is the
life-blood of our society.
Winter crcps are not common. But can be
an important part of a farming enterprise.
The in-situ grazingrestriction is
unwarranted. The definition of a forage
crop is lacking as winter-grown tetraploid

ryegrasses can be deemed to be a winter
forage crop.
The fencing of rivers is not required in
many cases as stock rarely venture in to
the large volume waterways that are fast
flowing. Regular flooding destroys
fences and I have been I situations where
farmers have had to replace fences up to
3 times a year.
The large peat drains that have been
constnrcted appear to be excluded from
this requirement, yet they carry large
volumes of water all year. The plan
proposal is therefore inconsistent. This
exclusion is inconsistent with Schedule
'.C" - Stock Exclusion.

3.

4.

5.

6.

5. For all properties greaterthan 4.1 hectareq
from 3l March 2019, in addition to the
requirements of Schedule A, the following
information must be provided to the Waikato
Regional Council by I September each year:

a. Annual stock numbers; and
b. Annual fertiliser use; and
c. Annual brought in animal feed.

Schedule "B" also requires all invoices to be
provided as further proof of the farming activity.

The provision of this information will be of use
to the WRC IF the plans are being monitored and
"policed". It will require a massive bureaucracy
to overs@ the plans and review the data against
each farm plan on an annual basis. Ifthis is not
soins to be done. whv do it!!!

@:
The permitted activity rules are resuictive and will create large areas of waste along the banks of
waterways and in arcas removed from grazing with slopes over l50.

The definition of a waterway is inconstant where 3.11.5.2 (3e) & ( e ii) . Excludes constructed
waterways and dnains. A reference to Schedule C - Stock Exclusion has conflicting statements



Paragraph 2 in Schedule C excludes constructed walands while (ii) includes any drain that
continually contains surface water. A drain is considered to be a constnrcted waterway.

The several issues that are the determining factors of "Permitted Activity" are flawed and lack a
practical knowledge of the land and businesses in the region.

@llg!e@g:
That the Plan Change I be disregarded.

That the vision of the Healthy Rivers Plan be retained and a process of farmer and industry co-
operation explored to achieve the "swirnmable" watertargets.

James Thomas Findlay
45 Morris Road
Hamilton

GeoIfrey Cullen Hooker
400 Kauri Road
Onewhero

and
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