Jason Buchanan
370/5 Aspin Road
RD4

Cambridge 3496

7 March 2017

Re: Waikato Regional Council Healthy Rivers — Proposed Plan Change 1

To Whom It May Concern

Please accept my submission for the Waikato Regional Council Healthy Rivers — Proposed Plan Change 1.
| am aware that | may not have filled this out correctly, but | have done my best to portray my opinions
on this matter.

I am a farmer. | don’t pretend to understand the legal terminology used in this plan. | don’t understand
the restrictions and implications fully. What | do know, is that this is going to be detrimental to our
farming practices and is going to impact enormously on how we farm - our livelihood is at stake. | am
interested to know, if this plan is accepted, who will subsidise the costs for fencing and water systems,
environment plans, loss of income, planting, and loss of capital value?

As we continue to populate, how on earth are we going to continue to feed everyone? Farming is a vital
part of New Zealand.

In addition to my opposition to some aspects of this plan | also seek clarification around how nitrates are
removed from sewerage systems from towns and cities before it makes its way back into the Waikato
River? Can you also clarify for me where rain water from roading around the Waikato goes?

And, finally, can you also explain why Maori owned land excluded?

Your sincerely

J R Buchanan
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Submission Number

Important: Save this PDF to your computer before answering.
If you edit the original form from this webpage, your changes
will not save. Please check or update your software to allow

for editing. We recommend Acrobat Reader. Entered Initials

FORM 5 Clause 6 of First Schedule, Resource Management Act 1991 File Ref Sheet 1 of

SUBMISSIONS CAN BE

Mailed to Chief Executive, 401 Grey Street, Private Bag 3038, Waikato Mail Centre, Hamilton 3240

Delivered to Waikato Regional Council, 401 Grey Street, Hamilton East, Hamilton

(07) 859 0998

Faxed to
Please Note: if you fax your submission, please post or deliver a copy to one of the above addresses
. healthyrivers@waikatoregion.govt.nz
Emailed to o . . . .
Please Note: Submissions received by email must contain full contact details.
Online at www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/healthyrivers

We need to receive your submission by 5pm, 8 March 2017.

YOUR NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS

Jason Robert Buchanan
Full name:

Full address: 370/5 Aspin Road, RD4, Cambridge 3496

Email: graze4du@gmail.com

- 021325038

Phone Fax:

ADDRESS FOR SERVICE OF SUBMITTER

Full name:

Address for service of person making submission:

Email:

Phone: Fax:

TRADE COMPETITION AND ADVERSE EFFECTS (select appropriate)

O | could /@ could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission.

O lam / @ am not directly affected by an effect of the subject matter of the submission that:
(@ adversely effects the environment, and
(b) does not relate to the trade competition or the effects of trade competition.

Delete entire paragraph if you could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission.




THE SPECIFIC PROVISIONS OF PROPOSED PLAN CHANGE 1 THAT MY SUBMISSION RELATES TO

Please state the provision, map or page number e.g. Objective 4 or Rule 3.11.5.1 (Continue on separate sheet(s) if necessary).

Conversion from farming to forestry could be required to achieve longterm asperations

| SUPPORT OR OPPOSE THE ABOVE PROVISION/S

(Select as appropriate and continue on separate sheet(s) if necessary).

O Support the above provisions
O Support the above provision with amendments

@ Oppose the above provisions

MY SUBMISSION IS THAT

Tell us the reasons why you support or oppose or wish to have the specific provisions amended. (Please continue on separate sheet(s) if necessary).

There are no gains to be made for the farmer of the land financially. There is considerable costs involved in
planting, weed spraying, fencing and pruning alone, as well as farmable land being unuseable. This means

less stock units and a resulting loss in income. It just does not make economic sense for the farmer. This will
devalue the land also.

Instead of imposing mandatory conversions, educate, promote and subsidise farmers to plant problem areas of
farmland back to bush, along with the benefits that this can afford them.

| SEEK THE FOLLOWING DECISION BY COUNCIL

(Select as appropriate and continue on separate sheet(s) if necessary).
O Accept the above provision

@ Accept the above provision with amendments as outlined
O Decline the above provision

O If not declined, then amend the above provision as outlined




PLEASE INDICATE BY TICKING THE RELEVANT BOX WHETHER YOU WISH TO BE HEARD IN SUPPORT OF YOUR

SUBMISSION

@ | wish to speak at the hearing in support of my submissions.

O | do not wish to speak at the hearing in support of my submissions.

JOINT SUBMISSIONS

O If others make a similar submission, please tick this box if you will consider presenting a joint case with them at the hearing.

IF YOU HAVE USED EXTRA SHEETS FOR THIS SUBMISSION PLEASE ATTACH THEM TO THIS FORM AND
INDICATE BELOW

@ Yes, | have attached extra sheets. O No, | have not attached extra sheets.

SIGNATURE OF SUBMITTER

Signature: J R Buchanan Date: 8/3/2017

Personal information is used for the administration of the submission process and will be made public. All information collected
will be held by Waikato Regional Council, with submitters having the right to access and correct personal information.

PLEASE CHECK that you have provided all of the information requested and if you are having trouble filling out this
form, phone Waikato Regional Council on 0800 800 401 for help.




ADDITIONAL SHEET TO ASSIST IN MAKING A SUBMISSION

Section number of the Plan Change:

Do you support or oppose the provision?

O Support @ Oppose

Submission

Decision Sought

State in summary the nature of your submission and the reasons for it.
Nitrogen Management (Point of Reference)

This allows high emitters to continue and penalises
smaller entities. For example dairy farming nitrogen
leeching is far larger than that of a sheep and beef
farmer. A fairer system is required.

As a sheep and beef farmer, | want to be able to leech
the same amount of Nitrogen per hectare as the dairy
farmer next door, or at the very least have the option to
do so.

During 2014/2015 our farm was understocked as we
were going through a development stage. This would
make an unfair reference point for Nitrogen
management.

Potentially this will devalue our farm due to lower
performance as a result of the Nitrogen capping.

State clearly the decision and/or suggested changes you want
Council to make on the provision.

Intensively farmed land in all sectors should be
monitored and encouraged to reduce their Nitrogen
leeching, not just dry stock farms.

Identify excessive Nitrogen leeching farms only, as
farming on the same farm from year to year, and
season to season can vary greatly. Let the farmers
farm to the weather, grass growth and markets - thats
what we do.

Once these types of restrictions are made it concerns
me that then their is more opportunity to charge for
"environment plans,” "resource consent" and the like,
and furthermore to start fining when criteria are not met.
This is an extremely restrictive system.

Section number of the Plan Change:

Do you support or oppose the provision?

O Support @ Oppose

Submission

Decision Sought

State in summary the nature of your submission and the reasons for it.
Stock Exclusion from Waterways

| don't have an issue, as long as it is practical.

Farm Management Plans

Another cost, another imposed action resulting in
restrictions to how farmers farm their own farms. Each
operation is so different. Don't know how this will work
practically.

Stocking rate cannot increase. Every year is different.
Farmers farm to the markets, grass growth, whether
etc.

State clearly the decision and/or suggested changes you want
Council to make on the provision.

Education and subsidy for costs and weed control may
be a more positive step to get farmers on board with
this. Some areas, such as those that are extremely
steep, very rocky or where stock are dependent on
natural water supply, are simply not practical to fence.

Once again encourage and eduate. Don't restrict
farmers freedom to farm as they see fit - within reason
of course.




ADDITIONAL SHEET TO ASSIST IN MAKING A SUBMISSION

Section number of the Plan Change:

Do you support or oppose the provision?

O Support @ Oppose

Submission

Decision Sought

State in summary the nature of your submission and the reasons for it.

Restricting Land Use Change

3.11.52

No cultivation over 15'. How are we going to farm if we
can't develop farms over 15'?

Cultivation must not occur within 5m of water.

No grazing land over 15’ slope.

State clearly the decision and/or suggested changes you want
Council to make on the provision.

It should be the land owners choice to farm their land
as they see fit. Changing markets and climates may
dictate changes to farming activities as a matter of
survival. None of us know what the future holds. This
is too restrictive.

Leave it up to the farmer to decide what is good to
develop.

Effectively 10m strip of bumpy/uneven, poor quality
pasture. This adds up.

This is completely inappropriate.

Section number of the Plan Change:

Do you support or oppose the provision?

O Support @ Oppose

Submission

Decision Sought

State in summary the nature of your submission and the reasons for it.
Reducing Containment Losses from Farms.

Once again farmers will wear the costs of implementing
this. Nitrogen loss reduction needs to be across the
board for all aspects of farming.

Stocking rate cannot increase. Every year is different.
Farmers farm to the markets, grass growth, whether
etc.

3m set back from creeks to fence. There will therefore
be a 6m strip of wasted land. How is this possible if the
creek has lots of bends.

State clearly the decision and/or suggested changes you want
Council to make on the provision.

Encourage and educate, don't empeach in policy.
Fencing waterways will naturally reduce this anyway.

Let farmers farm.
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Let farmers farm.


