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YELLOW FLAG IRIS

Iris pseudacorus

What does it look like?

A perennial iris that grows in dense, leafy
clumps to 1.5m tall.

Management programme

Eradication Progljesswe
containment
Impacts

Economic Biodiversity Soil resources Water quantity/
quality
Human health Socialand cultural Amenity/recreation Animal welfare
wellbeing

Objectives

Sustained

Exclusion e —

Site-led
(EENS)

Reduce the amount of yellow flag iris and limit the locations that have it and reduce its
Flower

impacts in wetlands that are free of or being cleared of it within the Waikato region.

« Large yellow flowers up to 12cm
across, typically iris-like in form.

Why is it a pest?

Yellow flag iris forms dense stands that can displace native species, restrict access for
recreational activities, impede water flow, and impact on the mauri of waterbodies. Most
infestations are the result of deliberate planting, but it can also spread via seed or by
fragmentation of root rhizomes. It can also invade and displace low-lying pasture and is
toxic to livestock. Yellow flag iris is tolerant of salinity, frost, flooding and drought, high-low
fertility, many soil types, and damage.

« Each flower only lasts a day.

» Flowers from September to December.

The largest established infestations grow on both sides of the Waikato River, particularly
downstream of Hamilton, but the species has also established elsewhere.

Responsibility for control

All occupiers within the Waikato region are responsible for controlling yellow flag iris

on the land they occupy Fruit/seed

Anyone who sees an infestation of yellow flag iris should inform the Waikato Regional
Council within five working days (rule YFL-1 of the Waikato Regional Pest Management
Plan 2022-2032).

All occupiers shall, if directed by an authorised person, destroy all yellow flag iris on
land they occupy in the Waikatoto region (rule YFL-2 of the RPMP 2022-2032).

Occupiers are responsible for controlling all yellow flag iris on their property within 20
metres of the boundary of a wetland where that wetland is clear or being cleared of
yellow flag iris or any of the other species listed in Table 14, section 6.5.3 in the RPMP
(GNR WET-3). They need to be good neighbours and do the same so that the control
efforts are not fruitless.

No one in the Waikato region is allowed to propagate, release or spread within
wetlands, yellow flag iris or any of the other species listed in Table 14 and 15, section
6.5.3 of the RPMP (rule WET-1).

Developers

If yellow flag iris is present on a property that is to be subdivided or developed, there are
additional rules and requirements that apply under section 6.6 of the RPMP 2022-2032.

Yellow flag iris is banned from being sold, propagated, distributed, or included in
commercial displays.

+ Large green seed capsules (2cm x 5¢cm)
that contain many smooth, brown
flattened disc-like seeds.

» Fruit present from December to March.

» Seeds float on water.

Leaves/stems/rhizomes

« Broad flat sword-shaped leaves (2cm-
3cm wide) from a reddish base.

» Leaves are 20mm-30mm wide, with a
distinct mid-rib.
+ Leaves form a fan shape.

» Plants growing over water can form
rafts of floating rhizomes.



How can | control yellow flag iris?

Physical control

Plants identified in gardens should be dug out. Ensure all root fragments are removed and
disposed of at a refuse transfer station.

Herbicide control

Cut and inject

« Smaller infestations may be controlled by ‘injecting’ glyphosate or metsulfuron herbicide
into the rhizome (fleshy root).

Spray application
« ‘Weed wipe’ or spray with glyphosate or metsulfuron plus a penetrant.

Summary of herbicides and application methods for control

Glyphosate or metsulfuron
plus a penetrant
Glyphosate or metsulfuron Cutand inject

Spray application - weed wipe

Herbicide rules will apply. You may need to notify neighbours if spraying. The Waikato
Regional Plan explains the agrichemical (herbicides) use rule in section 6.2.

If applying herbicide over water, a resource consent may be required. Please check with
Waikato Regional Council before you begin.

Management

After initial control, it’s important to:
« clean out the site again at least annually to control regrowth

« stop weeds invading by replanting with non-pest plants (preferably native plants) once
regrowth is no longer a problem.
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Similar plants

Stinking iris (Iris foetidissima) is related
but unlike yellow flag iris it is not aquatic.
Itis a smaller plant and has dull yellow-
green flowers, and seed capsules that split
to reveal many bright red round seeds
(5mm). Its crushed leaves have a foul
smell.

More information

Advice

For advice and additional information on
control methods, call our pest plant staff
on freephone 0800 800 401.

Chemical company representatives,
farm supply stores, garden centres or the
Weedbusters website can also be good
sources for advice.

Publications/web

» National Pest Plant Accord (manual of
plants banned from sale, propagation
and distribution) (free)

« Plant Me Instead! (Plants to use in
place of pest plants) (free)

» Waikato Regional Pest Management
Plan 2022-2032 - waikatoregion.govt.
nz/RPMP

» Waikato Biosecurity Strategy 2022-

2032 - waikatoregion.govt.nz/
biosecurity-strategy

For more information call 0800 800 401 or visit waikatoregion.govt.nz
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