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NelE Butterflies, like bees, are pollinators - animals that cause plants to make fruit

or seeds. They move pollen from the male part of the flower of a plant to the female part of the flower. This
process makes the seed or fruit grow. Without pollinators, we would not have many of the fruits,
vegetables, seeds or grains that we eat.

Monarchs are commonly seen in our gardens, but where do they go in winter? Monarchs in New Zealand do
not follow the same migration pattern as their northern relatives. They have adapted their migration
behaviour to suit local conditions. When the air temperature drops to 12.8°C, monarchs flock together in
overwintering sites. Listen here to find out more about Monarchs in winter

Butterfly Art

Explore symmetry with a butterfly print.

e  From the centre fold, draw half a butterfly.

e Cutitout.

e  Open the folded butterfly out flat.

e  Paint one half of the butterfly. (Paint thickly so it doesn’t dry
too fast.)
Carefully fold the paper over and press the halves together.
Unfold to reveal a full, symmetrical butterfly.

In your garden
What do you think a manicured lawn looks like? Why might a manicured lawn be the
enemy of butterflies?

Have a look for sunny spots where you could plant more nectar-bearing flowers, let

the lawn grow unkempt or plant swan plants. You could make a sign and name it
“Butterfly Corner”.

New Zealand has about twenty native species of butterfly. Why do you think a
lot of people think we have only monarchs and cabbage white butterflies? How
many butterflies have you seen before? Learn about other species here. Learn
more about Monarchs here and here.



https://www.newstalkzb.co.nz/on-air/saturday-morning-with-jack-tame/audio/ruud-kleinpaste-helping-monarch-butterflies-in-winter/?fbclid=IwAR2Ci3r6o6liX4Bp6xYt8OOWecPOq7vjbPrXHjdfbsBjENCohIvE7FFu3G4#ath
https://www.forestandbird.org.nz/resources/attracting-butterflies-to-garden
https://www.fortheloveofbees.co.nz/monarch-butterflies
https://www.monarch.org.nz/



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mw6MtFzLXyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mw6MtFzLXyA
https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/science/outreach/citizen-science-opportunities/tracking-disease-in-new-zealands-monarch-butterflies
https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/511-monarch-butterflies

